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H y p o t h e s i s

IF policymakers, advocates, and the 
public have regular access to 

accurate, timely data on the well-being 
of children.. 

THEN more state level policies 
affecting children and families will be 
based on accurate information rather 
than anecdotes and “best guesses.” 
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KIDS COUNT is a Project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation. It begun in 1990 to provide quality data and information on children to decision makers. It was based on the idea that if individuals have access to accurate and timely data on child well-being decisions impacting children and families will be based on fact and not on anecdotes and “best guesses.” In short, the idea is that data will drive decisions that will improve outcomes of children and their families.

The project started as a National project which quickly grew to a project that spans across the states. The KIDS COUNT project is now composed of a National component and grantees in all 50 states, DC, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. Together we provide and maintain the largest data repository solely focused on child well-being.



K I D S  C O U N T  D a t a - B a s e d  A d v o c a c y

Compelling 
Communication

Effective 
Advocacy

Strong Data
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The KIDS COUNT model is made of up three components. Strong data, effective advocacy and compelling communications. When used effectively these components can lead to powerful outcomes for children.



Cutting Edge
Technology 

KIDS COUNT Data 
Book/Products

KIDS COUNT 
Data Center

N a t i o n a l  K I D S  C O U N T
P r o d u c t s
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The National KIDS COUNT project lives at the Foundation and produces the Annual Data Book on the status of children in America. We also produce special reports, briefs and working papers on the well-being of children and their families. One of our main focuses of the project has become the development and maintenance of the KIDS COUNT Data Center which has become central to our efforts at the National and State-Level. This tool along with the mobile device which allows you to access data from anywhere allows advocates, general public and decision makers to stay informed on issues impacting children in the nation and states.

As I mentioned earlier in addition to the National project we also have a State network of grantees.



S t a t e  K I D S  C O U N T  N e t w o r k  

 Began in 1995 by 2001 all 50 States, 
DC, Puerto Rico and USVI

 Data analyzed at state, county, city, 
school district-level 

 Indicators based on local issues
 Produce data books, policy briefs, 

multimedia, etc. 



2 0 1 1  R e s u l t s :
K I D S  C O U N T

• 2,100 print, broadcast, online + 1,600
social media

• 47 million potentially reached top 10 
stories alone

• Cited in Congress by Rep. Barbara Lee 

NATIONAL 
DATA BOOK 

RELEASE

• 700,000 visits, 3.3 mil page views (9/10 –
8/11)  20% increase 

• Mobile site launched 

DATA 
CENTER AND 

ONLINE 
PUBS

• 41 state data books
• 48 data-based policy reports
• 44 states did press releases, op-eds, etc. 

STATE KIDS 
COUNT 

PRODUCTS
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Don’t intend to go into a lot of detail on the data book release this year but we know that this year’s national data book release was a smashing success. 
These are just a few highlights, some of which you’ve seen and others, like Congresswoman Barbara Lee use of the Data Book finding in a recent congressional testimony on education funding are new.  But all in all, really it couldn’t have been any more successful. 
 Not the only Kids Count accomplishment this year. 
The data center now hosts over 3 million data points for all levels of geography from national to school district, related to child well being outcomes with data provided both by us through PRB and by our network of grantees.   
Our online data center received more visitors than ever before with about 700,000 visits over the last 12 months, a 20% increase over last year.  
We launched an all new mobile enhanced site and collaborated with CEFSS staff to add more child welfare data to the site and to analyze this data in more depth through a data snapshot.  
Our network continues to monitor child well being at the state and local level through distributing data books and other data-based advocacy reports and  insuring that children and families are part of the media discussion in every state throughout the year. 
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E x a m p l e :  I n f a n t  M o r t a l i t y  i n  D E



E x a m p l e :  I n f a n t  M o r t a l i t y  i n  D E

Turning the Curve on Infant Mortality

DE- 10% 
decline in 
IMR since 
2004
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E x a m p l e :  L e a d  P o i s o n i n g  i n  R I

 Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Data Book
– Lead poisoning indicator
– Reported annually

 Community Leader Response
– Enforce lead laws
– Parental education
– Lead Poisoning Prevention Plan
– Lead Poisoning Prevention Law
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Here is another example. Every year our Rhode Island KIDS COUNT grantee reports the levels of lead exposure at kindergarten entry in their Data Book. The continued high rates led community leaders to take action by:

 Increasing enforcement of lead laws
 Enhancing parent education
 Developing lead prevention plans
 and passing comprehensive lead poisoning prevention law



E x a m p l e :  L e a d  P o i s o n i n g  i n  R I
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As a result the incidents of lead exposure decreased significantly in Rhode Island and Rhode Island’s core cities. This is an example of how data can lead to action.



S u c c e s s

Data + Advocacy + Communications = improved 

outcomes for vulnerable children and families.  

Impact            Influence          Leverage
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We are convinced that data with effective advocacy can lead to improved outcomes for vulnerable children and families. It ensure that decisions are informed and look out for the best interest of our most vulnerable citizens.



S t a y  I n f o r m e d

 Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
– http://www.facebook.com/kidscount/ 
– @aecfkidscount

 Sign-up for our Monthly News Alert
– http://datacenter.kidscount.org

 Access data on Children and Families
– http://datacenter.kidscount.org
– mobile.kidscount.org (mobile site)

 Use KIDS COUNT Network as a Resource 
– http://www.aecf.org/MajorInitiatives/KIDSCOUNT/KIDSCOUNTStateNetwork.aspx
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I would like to leave you with some resources. If you are interested in hearing about new data and reports that are available related to children you can fan us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and/or signup to receive our monthly news letter.

You can also go directly to the Data Center site where you can access the most up to date information available on children. This can be a great resource for you to identify the needs in your state and/or community. Finally, our network of grantees are a great resource for all of you. They are data experts that can help you obtain and understand data. Please access them and the KIDS COUNT team at the Foundation if you have any data needs.



http://twitter.com/aecfkidscount
http://www.facebook.com/kidscount/
http://datacenter.kidscount.org
http://datacenter.kidscount.org
http://mobile.kidscount.org
http://www.aecf.org/MajorInitiatives/KIDSCOUNT/KIDSCOUNTStateNetwork.aspx


C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n

Laura Speer 
Associate Director, Policy Reform and Data 
The Annie E. Casey Foundation
lspeer@aecf.org
410-223-2975
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Thank you!
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