
R ow after row of vibrant green hed g e s
s t r e t ch endlessly as one pulls up to the
Charleston Tea Plantation on Wa d m a l aw
Island, about 25 miles southwest of down-
town Charleston, S.C. The early morning
sunlight dances across the tender, young
tea leaves. So succulent, one wants to reach
out and eat the leaves instead of waiting
for the bags of freshly harvested tea.

M a ck Fleming and William Ba r c l ay
Hall started the Charleston Tea Plantation in 1987 after
p u r chasing 127 acres from Lipton, which had bee n
using the site as a tea research facility. When Fleming
and Hall took over, they turned it into the only place

in America where tea is commercially
g r own. The plantation produces Ameri-
can Classic Te a .

Rich Heritage
Charleston Tea Plantation continues a
unique heritage that be gan in 1799
when French botanist Andre Mich e a u x
brought the first tea plants and seed s
( m e m bers of the Camellia sinensis family)

to America, specifically to what is now Middleton Place
Gardens, near Charleston.

The first commercial attempt to produce tea in the
U n i t ed States was in Greenville, S.C., in 1848 by Dr.
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