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Booker T. Washington

Biography
Full Name:
Booker Taliaferro Washington

Birth Date & Place:  
Born a slave
Exact date uncertain  –
c. 1856-1859
Hale’s Ford, Virginia

Schooling:  
Hampton Institute in Virginia

Lived:  
Virginia, West Virginia,  
Alabama

Death:  
November 14, 1915 

Achievements
1881: Washington founded the 
Tuskegee Normal and Indus-
trial Institute in Alabama.

1900: He established National 
Negro Business League.

1901-1913: He was an advisor 
to Presidents Theodore Roos-
evelt and William Howard Taft

Fun Facts
Washington believed the way 
to equality was through voca-
tional education. He accepted 
social separation.

He was the first African Ameri-
can featured on a coin, the 
Booker T. Washington Memorial 
Half Dollar (1946-1951).

Money raised from the sale of 
this coin paid for a memorial to 
Booker T. Washington.

Quotes
“I will permit no man to narrow 
and degrade my soul by mak-
ing me hate him.”

Quotes (cont.)
“Excellence is to do a common 
thing in an uncommon way.”

“A race, like an individual, lifts 
itself up by lifting others up.”

“I had the feeling that to get into 
schoolhouse and study would 
be about the same as getting 
into paradise.”

What are  
Commemorative 
Coins?
From time to time, Congress 
authorizes coins to be minted 
to honor special events, oc-
casions, or individuals. These 
coins are only issued for a 
limited time.

What is on the  
Back of the  
Booker T. Washington  
Memorial Half Dollar?
A picture of the cabin where 
Washington was born and 
the inscription “From Slave 
Cabin to Hall of Fame”

Web Resources
www.usmint.gov

http://www.nps.gov/bowa

http://xroads.virginia.
edu/%7EHYPER/WASHING-
TON/toc.html

Permission is granted to reprint or 

photocopy in its entirety for educational 

purposes, provided the user credits the 

Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond. 

www.richmondfed.org/education
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