
Biography
Full Name: 
Thomas Jefferson

Birth Date & Place:
April 13, 1743
Shadwell Plantation,
Albermarle County, Virginia

Schooling:
A private school run by James
Maury, The College of William & 
Mary. Also studied law under
George Wythe. 

Lived:
France (1785-1789)
Washington, D.C., (White House)
Monticello in Charlottesville,
Virginia

Death:
July 4, 1826 at Monticello in
Charlottesville, Virginia

Achievements
1776: He was the principal 
author of the Declaration of
Independence.

1786: His Virginia Statute for
Religious Freedom was passed
by the General Assembly and  
became the basis for the 
freedom of religion clause in 
the Constitution.

1801-1809: He was the third 
president of the United States.

Party differences?
Jefferson opposed Alexander
Hamilton’s economic plan, which
included federally funding state
debts, a national bank, and 
manufacturing.

Jefferson stressed strict interpre-
tation of the Constitution as
opposed to Alexander Hamilton.

Thomas Jefferson

FEDERAL RESERVE BANK OF RICHMOND

BOOKMARK SERIES

W
H

IT
E

H
O

U
SE

H
IS

TO
R

IC
A

L
A

SS
O

C
IA

TI
O

N
(W

H
IT

E
H

O
U

SE
C

O
LL

EC
TI

O
N
)

T. Jefferson Jan08:T. Jefferson 06  1/8



For additional copies contact
Public Affairs Department

Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond
PO Box 27622, Richmond, VA 23261

(804) 697-8109 or (800) 526-2031
To order or view bookmark activities see

www.richmondfed.org

January 08

Fun Facts
In 1803, he oversaw the Louisiana
Purchase, which doubled the size
of the United States.

His portrait is on the nickel and
the two-dollar bill.

Quotes
“We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created
equal; that they are endowed by
their Creator with inherent and
inalienable rights; that among
these, are life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness.”

What is the Value of a
Nickel? 
A nickel is worth 5 cents. This
value can also can be written 
as 5¢ or $.05. It is equivalent to 
5 pennies.

What is on the Back of
the Coin? 
Monticello, Jefferson’s estate is
usually on the nickel but from
2004-2006, the U.S. Mint issued
five new designs to celebrate the
bicentennial of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition.

What is on the Back of
the Two-Dollar Bill?
The signing of the Declaration of
Independence. 

Web Resources
www.usmint.gov
www.moneyfactory.com
www.ustreas.gov/education/index.
html
www.bos.frb.org/education/html/
fedcard.htm
www.whitehouse.gov/history/
presidents
http://www.americanpresidents.org
www.monticello.org
http://ap.grolier.com
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