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Regional Group’s Work 
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The Beige Book 

“The plural of 
anecdote is 

data”  
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Shared Knowledge 



Our Region – The Fifth Federal Reserve District 
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Regional Publications 
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Regional Publications 
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Regional Publications 
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http://www.richmondfed.org 
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Analysis of Trends 
and  Issues 

Regional 

Research 
and 

Analysis 

5E 

Surveys 

Roundtables 
& Workshops 

Beige Book 
Govt/Non-Govt 

Published  

Data 

Internal Audience 

• Policy Briefings 

• Internal Requests    

  for Analysis 

External Audience 

• Publications 

• Presentations 

Regional’s Inputs and Outputs  
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• Beige Book and Roundtables 

• Workshops, Regional Forums, Conferences 

• Policy Briefing Preparations and Presentations 

• Commentaries and Articles on the District Economy 

• Regional Surveys of Business Activity 

 

A Closer Look at Current Analysis 
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D 

DATA 

Category 1  

FRBR-Collected 

• Contacts Across 

the District 
Category 2  

Government 

• BLS 

• BEA 

• Census Bureau 

• State Data Centers 

• FDIC 

• FHFA 

Category 3 

Other 

• MBA 

• CoreLogic 

• NFIB 

 

Data Used by Regional 
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                  Manufacturing                Services 
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Monitoring District Activities – Surveys 
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Sources: Federal Reserve Banks of Richmond, Philadelphia, and New York Sources: Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, Bureau of Economic 

Analysis/Haver Analytics 
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Sources: Federal Reserve Banks of Richmond, Philadelphia, and New York Sources: Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, Bureau of Economic 

Analysis/Haver Analytics 
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Sources: Federal Reserve Banks of Richmond, Philadelphia, and New York Sources: Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, Bureau of Economic 

Analysis/Haver Analytics 



 

                  District                    States 
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Monitoring Indicators – Coincident Indexes 
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Source: Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia 



       District Ports (Baltimore – right axis)       Competitor Ports (12L – right axis)
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Monitoring Port Activity 
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Source: American Association of Port Authorities 



             Optimism Index               Sales – Current and Expected 
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Monitoring Small Business Activity 
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Source: National Federation of Independent Businesses 



Information = Understanding 
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Summary 
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The views expressed here are those of the author, and do not 

necessarily represent those of the Federal Reserve Bank of 

Richmond or the Federal Reserve System. 


