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RURAL INVESTMENT
COLLABORATIVE™

Small towns, big opportunities.™

2026
Community Investment
Training Participants

The Richmond Fed and
rural stakeholders are
helping communities
achieve economic
resilience and
prosperity through
the Rural Investment
Collaborative™.

The Collaborative’s Community
Investment Training program
provides 25 rural leaders with
16 weeks of information and
guidance on how to prepare
project proposals that succeed
in securing funding for their
small towns and rural areas.

*The Richmond Fed does not or otherwise
award grants, participate in the selection of
grantees or selection of communities receiving
training or technical assistance.

FEDERAL RESERVE BANK
OF RICHMOND®

Richmond = Baltimore = Charlotte

Strengthening the economy
and our communities™

Maryland

Virginia

Susan (Jenny) Lazarus
Community Liaison and Com-
munications Specialist
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Pride Ebile

Extension Educator -

Local Food Systems and
Entrepreneurship Specialist,
Agriculture and Food Systems
University of Maryland
Extension

Statewide

Live Together, Inc.
Allegany County

Matthew Miller
Executive Director
Cumberland Economic
Development Corporation
Cumberland

Rosa Emily Pinnola Hance
Founder

Enhanced Impact LLC

St. Mary’s County

North Carolina

Lisa Kelly

Founder & Executive Director
¢ WNC From the Ground Up

Jackson County

Amy Robinette
Director
Edgecombe County

Edward ‘Lenn’ Murrelle
Founder & Co-Treasurer
Imagine Pamlico
Pamlico County

Sandie Smith
. Manager

Cedar Pollock Properties, LLC
Carteret County

West Virginia

Individual Career Academic Plan

North East Carolina Prep School
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Molly Frey

Community Development
Planner,

PlanRVA with other

rural partners

New Kent County

Terri Gillespie

Chief Executive Officer
Rooftop of Virginia
Grayson County

Lawrence D. Wilder Jr.
Senior Policy Advisor
Virginia Department of
Small Business and
Supplier Diversity
Emporia

Jacob Romaine
Member

Israel Hill LLC

Prince Edward County

Kiyonda Tarrer

Homeowner Services Director
Hanover & King Williams
Habitat for Humanity

King William County

Maria Saxon

Director of Planning &
Community Development
Town of Clifton Forge
Alleghany County

Molly Washburn
Executive Director
Downtown Ravenswood
Partners

Jackson County

Jared VanMeter

Chief Executive Officer
VanMeter Real Estate and
Rentals LLC

Pendleton County

South Carolina

Cassidy Riley

Chief Program Officer
Coalfield Development
Wayne County

Alecia Allen
Co-Executive/Clinical Director
Keep Your Faith Corporation
Kanawha County

Brittany Jones

Director of Business &
Community Development
City of Bennettsville
Marlboro County

Lathonia Bennett
Director

JustUs CPP
Williamsburg County

Rozlyn Ford
Executive Director
- The Naomi Project, Inc.
~  Florence County

Ray C. Funnye
Executive Director
The Village Group
Georgetown
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Virgil Murray

Vice President of Community
and Collective Impact
United Way of the Piedmont
Union County

Sonia Gaillard
Executive Director and
Founder

Ignite Tech Impact
Berkeley County

Bob Snead
President/CEO
Southern Palmetto
Chamber & Foundation
Barnwell County



