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Changing demographics: decline in 
households with children

DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS

1960 2000 2025
Households with 
children

48% 33% 28%

Households without 
children

52% 67% 72%

Single households 13% 26% 28%

Rising millennial demand

Adapted from Martha Farnsworth Riche, How Changes in the Nation’s Age and 
Household Structure Will Reshape Housing Demand in the 21st Century, HUD, 2003.
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SmartGrowthAmerica.org/the-fiscal-implications-of-development-patterns

Build out Scenarios for Macon-Bibb, GA
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Millenials

Presenter
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Research Triangle Park | Raleigh, NC

Illustrative concept from 
Research Triangle Park Master Plan 

Current Research Triangle Park
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SmartGrowthAmerica.org/Core-Values
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SmartGrowthAmerica.org/Foot-Traffic-Ahead-2016

link

“In defining the 
geographic boundaries of 
WalkUPs, it becomes 
clear that their
small geographic size 
delivers outsized 
economic impact.”
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Sea level rise impacts on Baltimore

link

image via The National Academy Of Sciences / WIRED
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Source: Pew Research Center 
analysis of the 2000 decennial 
census and 2014 American 
Community Survey
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The new American Dream



Is this our future?
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Or is there a better way?



SmartGrowthAmerica.org/
the-fiscal-implications-of-development-patterns

SmartGrowthAmerica.org/Core-Values

SmartGrowthAmerica.org/Foot-Traffic-Ahead-2016
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