
  CREATING SUSTAINABLE PROSPERITY  
One Community Foundation’s Emerging  

Experience with Extractive Economies 



  

       

• Heyday generated income but 
little wealth 

• Bust occurred before structures 
developed to retain resources 
for future wellbeing of 
community and citizens 

• Bust brought economic distress 
• Resource scarcity contributed to 

generational nature of the 
distress 

 

Boom-Town Development 



  

The Philanthropic Gap 

• The region is over a third of the 

state’s landmass.  

• 4.1% of all charitable contributions in 

Ohio 
• The region accounts for more than 

17% of the state’s population 



     

  

To create opportunities for 
Appalachian Ohio’s citizens 
and communities by inspiring 
and supporting philanthropy. 
 

Foundation for Appalachian Ohio 

Our Mission 



  

   

  

   

The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio 

Vision 
 

For the citizens of Appalachian Ohio to live in a 
region abundant with possibilities 

 
Values 
 

Our guiding values are Multi-Generational 
Responsibility, Accountability, Focus, 
Optimism, Learning, and Love 

 
 
 



  

       

• Began with state GRF funding to 
kickstart region’s philanthropic growth 

 
• In the past 15 years:  

• $3 million given 
• Over $10 million attracted and leveraged 
• Over100 funds created 
• 7 local foundations incubated & growing 

 
• Convener & incubator 

I’m a Child of Appalachia® Network, ICAN! 
educational partnerships, Appalachian 
Partnership for Economic Growth (APEG) 

 

Foundation Overview 



   

   

  
Growing Home Initiative 

  

   

Building Local Funding 
 

Providing turn-key support to assist philanthropic 
growth in communities without a local community 
foundation 

 
“Community-development philanthropy” 

 
Create community-driven funding available for local 

nonprofits, schools & interests  



   

   

  

 

 
Pillars of Opportunity 
  
 
Ensuring every community 
has access to five areas of 
funding that are essential 
to sustained prosperity 
 



   

   

  
This Time Around 

   

• Philanthropic infrastructure is here to capture wealth 
for future 
 

• One of the tertiary conditions induced can be: creation 
of community-directed philanthropy 
 

• Community Foundations are uniquely positioned to 
organize resources  

 



   

   

  
Community Foundations 

   

• Assume multi-generational responsibility  
• Are geographically committed & have a holistic 

view 
• Are inclusive (“big tent”) & they are governed by 

representative of the community  
• Have investment savvy and know how to mix, 

match and leverage resources 
• Are natural conveners 
• Can function as vision-keeper  

 



  

   

   

   

Resources 
• Can support a shared vision 

of transformational change 
• Attract additional resources, 

multiplying opportunities 
• Build permanent 

development capital 
• Make measurable 

improvements in quality of 
life  

• Bring greater satisfaction 
and additional benefits to 
the giver 

Resources  
• Migrate outside of 

community 
• Are not leveraged or made to 

last  
• Do not necessarily advance 

a shared vision or the most 
transformational changes 

• Can disadvantage one part 
of a community 

• Can feel like “death by 1,000 
cuts” to funders 

Without Intervention 

Organizing Resources for Prosperity 

With CF Leadership 



       

  

 
• Regional Opportunity Scorecard 
 
• Policy in Ohio 
 
• Questions & Answers 



35 Public Square | PO Box 456 Nelsonville, Ohio 45764 
P: 740.753.1111  F: 740.753.3333   E: info@ffao.org 

Cara Dingus Brook, President & CEO 
cbrook@ffao.org  
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