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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Proposed Agenda (one hour and 15 minutes):

Introductions/whose in the room – Amber facilitate (10 minutes)
Slide 2 introduce NC Budget and Tax Center – Amber (2 minutes)
Brainstorming questions/discussion to start: What do you know about the NC state budget and what questions do you have about it/what don’t you understand? Why does the state budget matter to you? – Amber facilitate (13 minutes)
Slides through 18 – Amber (17 minutes)
Slides 18 – 36 – Tazra (18 minutes)
Q & A – Tazra facilitate (15 minutes)



• A non-profit, non-partisan project of the North Carolina 
Justice Center whose mission is to build an economy that 
works for all and address poverty in the state 

 
• Founded in 1994 to conduct fiscal and economic analysis of 

the policies and issues impacting low- and moderate-income 
families in North Carolina 
 

Budget & Tax Center Overview 
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Presentation Notes
So we produce a lot of reports, breifs, fact sheets, talking points mostly on state fiscal issues, but sometimes local & federal. I’m going to talk about some things that have been going on in our state with regards to budget and tax policy and the economy in the last few years and why it’s important, but first I want to talk a little about what we know about poverty in North Carolina since our mission is to end poverty and all the work we do on budget, tax and economic policy serves to meet that goal. 



Labor force participation decline 
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, US Department of Labor 



 Low- and Ultra-Low Wage Jobs Account for 
Majority of Job Creation in NC 

Job Growth from June 2009 to Third Quarter of 2013 

Source: BTC’s State of Working NC Report, September 2014. 



 Share of NC Workers Earning Poverty Wages is 
Substantial, Up from 2000 

Source: Economic Policy Institute’s Analysis of US Census Bureau data, 2000 and 2013. 

Share of workers earning poverty-level wages 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
When we talk about folks in poverty, by and large we’re talking about working people. . . But how can that be? B/c a household with one worker making minimum wage with one child actually falls below the poverty line because wages have stagnated so much and not kept up with the cost of living.



Progress to Reduce Poverty in North 
Carolina is Stalled 

Source: American Community Survey. An asterisk indicates that the poverty rate for that year is statistically different from the 2013 poverty rate. 
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Presentation Notes
1980s fell within first year of recovery; 1990s started falling within couples of years; BUT poverty rate failed to decline significantly from the 2001 recession before the 2007 recession hit.



Federal EITC Lifts Millions Out of Poverty 

Source: Data Request Center on Budget and Policy Priorities’ Analysis of Census Bureau Data, 2012, latest data available. 
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Number Lifted Out of Poverty by Federal EITC, 2012 



EITC and CTC Lift More Than 375,000 North 
Carolinians Out of Poverty 

Source: Figures use the federal government’s Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM). Center on Budget and Policy Priorities’ Analysis of Census Bureau 
Data, 2009-2013. 
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Earned Income Tax Credit has 
significant reach 



Communities across the state benefit, rural 
counties have largest share of returns with 

EITC 



www.ncjustice.org 

Email me at:  
 
cedric@ncjustice.org 
  
Follow us on Twitter at: 
 @ncbudgetandtax 

mailto:tazra@ncjustice.org
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